Preterite vs Imperfect: Part li

Remember, Spanish has two past tenses: preterite and imperfect. Most verbs can be put
into either tense, depending upon the meaning. The preterite tells us specifically when
an action took place. The imperfect tells us in general when an action took place.

Some words and phrases indicate specific time frames, and therefore signal the use of the
preterite.

QYT s yesterday

ANTEAYET ... the day before yesterday
ANOCNE. ... last night

desde el primer momento .........ccccvvveveeiiiiieiin. from the first moment
durante dos SigloS..........ccooviviiiiiiiiiice for two centuries
elotrodia.......ccoooiiiii the other day

€N €58 MOMENTO .....ooiviiiiiiie e at that moment
ENTONCES ..o then

esSta MaNaNa ...........oovvvvviiiiii e this morning
estatarde. ..o this afternoon

la semana Pasada..........cccccveeeeeiiiiiieeiiiiee e, last week

el mes pasado........ccceevvvviiiiiiiiiiiiie last month

el afo PasadO .....ccovviiiiii last year

hace dos dias, af0S...........cccoevviiiiieiiiie e, two days, years ago
ayer por la mafana ..........ccoceeeviiiiiiicceeee yesterday morning
ayer porlatarde.........ccocoiiiiiiii yesterday afternoon

Other words and phrases indicate repetitive, vague or non-specific time frames, and
therefore signal the use of the imperfect.

A MENUAD ...t often

@ VECES ...ttt sometimes
€ada @ .o every day
€ada SEMANA.....eviiiiiiiiiiee e every week
CAdA MBS ..o every month
€AdA ANO ..o every year
CON freCUBNCIA ..o frequently
devez en cuando.........cccooiiiiiiiiii from time to time
en aquella época........cceeiieiiiiiiiii e at that time
frecuentemente ... frequently
generalmente...........ceevviiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee usually
MUCNAS VECES ... many times
MUCKNO .o a lot

MUNCA ottt never
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POF UN rato ...coooeeiii for awhile

SIEMPIE .. always

tANTAS VECES ..o, SO many times
todas 1as Semanas .........c...ooevviiiiieiiiee every week
t0dos 105 dias.......vveeiiiiiiiieiic e every day
todo el tiempo ... all the time
VANIAS VECES ..o several times

Some of these are more obvious than others. The sure-fire way to learn these is to
practice, practice, practice!

Speaking of practice, one of the most effective methods of practicing is your verb flashcards. Let’s
add two more flashcards so that you can become very familiar with the most common expressions
that can provide a hint as to whether to use preterite or imperfect:

Verb Flashcards
49. Expressions that signal use of preterite

AYET o yesterday

la semana Pasada..........cccccveeeeiiiiiiiieiiiiieee last week

ANOCNE. ..o last night

el mes pasado........cccevvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiii last month
elotrodia.....ccocviiiiiii the other day

el afo Pasado .........cooovviiiiiiii last year

ENTONCES ..oiiiiiiii e then

hace dos dias, af0S.........c.ccoeeeviiiiiiieiiiie e, two days, years ago
€sta maNanNa .......ccoovviiiiiiie this morning

ayer por la mafana ..........ococeeeviiiiiiieeee yesterday morning

50. Expressions that signal use of imperfect

AMENUAOD ..o often
generalmente........coooiiiiiiiiiii usually

A VECES ..o sometimes
MUCNAS VECES ... many times

€Ada di@ . .ooiiiiiii e every day
SIEMPIE .. always

CAdA AN0 ... every year

todo el tIeMPO .vvvviiiiicec all the time
devezen cuando..........cooiiiiiiii from time to time
VAIIAS VECES ... several times)
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